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MEETING AT MANCHESTER, 4th APRIL, 1919. 

The First Ordinary General Meeting of the Manchester 
Centre of the Institution of Locomotive Engineers was held 
at the College of Technology, Manchester, on Friday, 4th 
April, 1919, at 7.0 p.m., Mr. J. W. Smith (G.C. Rly.), 
Vice-chairman of the Centre, presiding. 

The Chairman: Gentlemen,-I am sorry to have to 
state that the Chairman of the Manchester Centre, Mr. 
F. W. Attock (L. and Y. Rly., Horwich), is prevented from 
being present at the meeting this evening owing to urgent 
business in London and to express his apology in the matter. 
He  has made a few notes, which, with your permission, I 
will read to YOU. 

M R .  ATTOCK’S NOTES F O R  F I R S T  ORDINARY 
MEETING, APRIL 4th. 

For  the information of those who were not present a t  a 
meeting held in this building on February zSth, the course 
of events leading to the present position may be stated 
briefly. 

The Council of the Institution of Locomotive Engineers 
proposed that a Manchester Centre might be formed. 

This suggestion was put into the hands of Mr. Rowland, 
G.C.Ry., and it is due to his personal and untiring efforts 
that  it has been developed and acquired a practical form. 

Mr. Rowland formed a provisional committee and made 
other arrangements which resulted in a meeting on February 
zSth, under the chairmanship of Mr. George Hughes. 

This meeting, which was attended by the President of 
the Institution, the Gen. Secretary (hfr. Frank Burtt), and  
some members of the Coiincil and also members of the  
Leeds Centre, appointed a local Chairman and  Committee 
and formally established the Manchester Centre. 

There are now some 50 members in the Centre and it 
can confidently be expected that there will be a large addi- 
tion to that number. An appeal is made to those present 
as visitors and any other prospective members to make up 
their minds to enrol at once and not keep back for the next 
session; they need have no doubt of the success of the 
movement. 

Although it was late in the session, there was a strong 
desire that something should be done this session and it 
was agreed that this meeting should be held and another 
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in May, and also two visits should be made to local works 
in the summer. 

As regards the first of these visits, the Committee has  
accepted the invitation of Mr. Geo. Hughes to  the members 
to  visit the L. and Y. Locomotive W o r k s  a t  Horwich; the 
date of this visit will be announced later. 

It appears to be not unusual on such occasions as  this 
for the Chairman to deliver an  address. This may or may 
not be good practice, but it certainly has  the disadvantage 
of debarring discussion, and discussion should form the 
more important part of these proceedings. In any case, 
having in view the brief time that has  elapsed between the 
formation of the Centre and the first meeting, and the fact 
that  Mr. Gass was able to prepare a paper of high technical 
value and one likely to promote free discussion, the Chair- 
man had no  hesitation in deciding which course was in the  
best interests of the meeting. 

I only endorse what 
Mr. Attock has  said. I will not detain you any further, 
but will now call upon Mr. Gass to give his Paper on 
“ T h e  Relation of Cylinder and Boiler Power to  Locomotive 
Rating.” 

Mr. E. M. Gass: hIr. Chairman,-At the outset I wish 
to express my thanks for the privilege of contributing the 
first Paper to the Manchester Centre of the Institution of 
Locomotive Engineers. It is a privilege much appreciated, 
but a t  the same time 1 feel that  the Paper will hardly reach 
the standard of some of the contributions already presented 
before this Institution. M’hen, howe\er,  I excuse the in- 
completeness of my contribution on the grounds that t he  
time allotted for its preparation has  been short, and also 
the time a t  my disposal limited, you will, I have no  doubt, 
be lenient in your criticisms. 

There is nothing for me to  add. 
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